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JOSEPH BRYENNIUS AND THE TEXT OF 
MARCUS AURELIUS' MEDITATIONS 

I 

A neglected source for the text of Marcus Aurelius' Meditations is to be found in the 

writings of the Byzantine theologian Joseph Bryennius, who seems to have been born 
about 1350 (details of his early life are obscure) and to have died before the Council 
of Florence (1438), probably in 1430/1. He was a monk who was also a scholar, a 
theologian, and an ecclesiastical diplomat. He spent the years 1382-1402 in Crete 
(then under Venetian rule), and was sent in 1406 on a mission of ecclesiastical 
diplomacy to Cyprus. Otherwise the greater part of his life was spent in Constant- 
inople; from about 1402 to 1406 he lived at the monastery of Stoudios, from 1416 to 
1427 at that of Charsianeites. He was a court preacher, and as a theologian upheld 
the claims of the Greek Church against the Roman; among his published works are 
twenty-one Discourses on the Trinity maintaining the Greek Orthodox position. 

Bryennius was a man of wide learning, and Meyer, in his article 'Des Joseph 
Bryennios Schriften, Leben und Bildung',' drew attention to the fact that quotations 
from the Meditations of Marcus Aurelius were to be found in his works. He mentioned 
several such passages, but there are in fact considerably more. 

Two volumes of his works were published in Leipzig in 1768, edited by Eugenius 
Bulgaris (1716-1806), who taught in a school on Mount Athos and became 

Archbishop of Slavyansk and Kherson; a supplementary third volume was brought 
out by Thomas Mandakases in 1784. These volumes are rare; there is, however, a set in 
the British Library. The contents are largely theological, but some are more distinctly 
moral. They were studied by N. B. Tomadakis, who quotes three passages from the 
Meditations (2.1, 5.19, 8.52), but fails to note their source.2 Nor are the Meditations 
included in the list he gives of ancient Greek authors with whom Bryennius shows 

acquaintance.3 
Papadopoulos-Kerameus published Bryennius' will, drawn up in 1421.4 This lists 

nine books among his bequests, but there is no manuscript of the Meditations, or 
indeed any work of moral philosophy, among them; they include some Aristotle, along 
with grammar, logic, music and Ptolemy's Geography. 

The following works by Bryennius contain quotations from the Meditations. They 
are listed here in the order in which they are printed in vols I and II of thc Leipzig 
edition. 

1. Aloyos rp& 7TpTOS repl TS dyt'asc rpLados 
2. AlOyos SerTEpos 7rEpL T7rS aytas TpLtd8os 

Ph. Meyer, Byz. Zeitschr. 5 (1896), 74-111, esp. 99-100 and 110. 
2 N. B. Tomadakis,'O 'Iwona) Bpv4vvtos KaL Kpr'1, Kara TO 1400. MEAE'r) kAoAoytLKh 

Kat l(TopPLK7 (Athens, 1947), 66-7. The same is true when he quotes the same passages again in 
his Zv'AAaos Bvuavrtv6v LEAerTCv KaL KeILEVWv (Athens, 1961), 597-9 (part 6 of that volume 
is devoted to Bryennius). Tomadakis (1947), 48-52 lists 66 mss. of Bryennius, with an appendix of 
others reported; he also (46-7) lists 16 unpublished works. 

3 Tomadakis (n. 2, 1947), 22; longer list at id. (n. 2, 1961), 509-10. 
4 A. I. Papadopoulos-Kerameus, Varia Graeca Sacra (St Petersburg, 1909), 292-7; reprinted by 

Tomadakis (n. 2, 1961), 503-4. 
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3. Ao'yos Te'apTos 7rept Tr7s aycyas rplcSos 
4. Aooyos Evva7os 7rept r7s acylas rpLaoos 
5. Ao'yos SeKaTos T7rept 7r1j aylas rpaioos 
6. Ao'yos 7rpcros els 7rrv awrTplov cravOpwatv 
7. Ao'yos oev-repos ElS 7TV aorWTplOV aravpctwal 
8. 'Y7ro'lvrlqja rrepL rTjS rov iov ifaraTaLoqros 
9. Hapa,uvOta Trpos TVV aTroKparopa 

10. Aoyos (vrdToLuvrLa) rrept Noo's (sic) 
11. Aoyos rrepL KaprepLas 

Quotations are particularly numerous in (3), the Fourth Discourse on the Trinity. 
Tomadakis (1947), like Meyer before him, attempted a partial chronology of the 

works, the investigation being continued by Loenertz.5 
The Consolation was delivered on the occasion of the death of Anna, the child-bride 

of John VIII, in August 1417;6 the Discourses on the Trinity have been dated to 1420-1 
(Tomadakis), the first Discourse on the Crucifixion to Easter 1417 (Tomadakis) or 
1417-19 (Loenertz), the second to 1417-19 (Loenertz), and the Discourse on Fortitude 
to 1422 (Tomadakis). Bryennius' employment of the Meditations thus seems likely to 
have fallen within the years from 1416 onwards, when he was at Constantinople; 
clearly he had recourse to the Meditations in that period, though not, it would seem, 
owning a copy himself 

II 

Bryennius' quotations from the Meditations are taken from all twelve books, with the 
exception of Book 1, which stands apart from the rest in its personal character, and 
Book 3, which is one of the shortest; from Book 12 we have, if not actual quotations, 
at least reminiscences. In no case does Bryennius name his source, and rarely does he 
indicate that he is quoting. At 11.289 (Leipzig edition, 1768), from On the Vanity of 
Life, passages from 6.31 and 8.46.1-2 are attributed to ol cew, that is pagans. 
Another exception is his quotation at 11.415 (Discourse on Fortitude) from 4.3.5 and 
4.4.1, which is presented with the words AOL Kal nLS EAeyev. At 1.78, in the 
Fourth Discourse on the Trinity, we read Kat Av-rwvivos Kaiaap 'Pwctaiwv roi' 

Aot$opovatv avrov evxaptarEL (sic), XapLv ot8a ro!s AOLopoOui tLE AEyCWV, onT 
peArtova 7rTOOVtaLV Eyd yap a7rovalOowv IevoSEls avTovs aU7reAeyXElv, EL TL (avAov 
Trrolt p,erafd,aAoJal. This, however, is not a quotation from the Meditations as we 
have them. 

The manuscript tradition of the Meditations has been carefully studied by a long 
series of scholars, and especially by J. Dalfen in his Teubner edition (Leipzig, 1979; 2nd 
edn rev., 1987) (see in particular his stemma at p. xx). The sources are as follows: 

A (Vat. Gr. 1950, s. xiv). 
T cod. (P cod. Farquharson), the ms. used in Xylander's editio princeps (Zurich, 

1559) but since lost. 

5 R. J. Loenertz, 'Pour la chronologie des oeuvres de Joseph Bryennios', Rev. Et. Byz. 7 (1949), 
12-32; reprinted in R. J. Loenertz, Byzantina et Franco-Graeca, series altera (Storia e Letteratura 
145) (Rome, 1978), 51-75. 

6 J W. Barker, Manuel II Palaeologus (1391-1425) (New Brunswick, NJ, 1969), 345, 347. 
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D (Darmstadtinus 2773, s. xiv), containing extracts from Books 1-9. It is closely 
similar to A. 

M (Monac. 323, s. xvi), containing short excerpts from Books 2-4, and also 7. 50. 
C excerpts in several manuscripts, from Books 1-4.20. 
W excerpts in several manuscripts (4-33 and excerpts from 6, 7, 8, and 11). 
X excerpts in several manuscripts (4.49 and excerpts from 5-12). 

To these must be added the 'Folium Treverense' of 5.6.6-5.12.3, which bears a close 
similarity to T. This passage is not, however, among those quoted by Bryennius.7 

The passages quoted by Bryennius do not in every instance fall within those found 
in D, N, C, W, or X, and there is no sufficient reason to doubt that the text he had 
before him was complete, Book 1 not being suitable for his purposes. Further, that the 
randomness sometimes found in the order of his quotations does not necessarily point 
to a difference between the standard order and that in his manuscript is confirmed by 
the fact that he quotes some passages more than once in different contexts (see below). 

If we enquire into textual affiliations, at 2.1.1 and 2.1.5 Bryennius sides with C 
against the rest of the tradition; at 4.29.2 he twice sides with T against A; so also at 
8.52; at 8.48.3 he sides with two mss of X excerpts; at 9.42.8 he sides with W and X 
against the rest of the tradition; similarly at 10.34.6 and 11.9.1; at 11.18.8 he sides with 
A (TraOiv) against T (tuaOeEv, which is the usual reading). For what his evidence is 
worth, he gives no support to Dalfen's theory of interpolations;8 he reads tLea Ao'yov 
at 8.48.2, which Dalfen excises; similarly 7t a,AAcsw vaXepatvovTa at 11.9.1; and at 6.31 
he retains 7rdaAv ,ypr^yopws, which Dalfen follows Lemercier in excising.9 

Bryennius thus seems to represent an independent tradition. It may be noted that at 
5.19 T differs from A, and Bryennius from both, providing a reading (7rpoiiveaurcTa) 
conjectured by Schultz; at 8.56.2 he supports EKaa7Uov, conjectured by Coraes; at 
11.1.3 he omits Kal rT aXrIla avTro, which Theiler excises, as also some words Nauck 
excised from 11.1. 1. It is tempting to follow him in the inclusion of ' 

ALtvr7 after X 

Alaia at 6. 36, rather than ascribe it to his geographical interests which were certainly 
strong. (But see Section IV below.) 

At the same time it has to be borne in mind that he was liable to be free in his 
quotations, and if he quotes the same passage more than once he may not reproduce it 
in exactly the same form. He is also liable from time to time to introduce a 
Christianization, as when he substitutes rrpovota at 8.20.1, or 06's at 9.42.5 and 10.20, 
for v,atrs. Interestingly, though puzzlingly, he twice presents his hearers (or readers) 
with a passage of some length, not in our text, whose style and content are so close to 
those of Marcus, and which appears in both cases in the context of passages taken 
from him, that one might well be tempted to ascribe it to him, or at least to the 
manuscript of him Bryennius was using; on the other hand Bryennius' close familiarity 
with the Meditations makes it impossible to be confident that it is not his own 
composition-nor, supposing it to be genuine, could one draw any conclusion about its 
location in the text of the Meditations (see Section V below). (This passage is in 
addition to that from J.B. 1.78 quoted above.) 

7 L. Bergson, 'Fragment einer Marc-Aurel-Handschrift', Rhein. Mus. 129 (1986), 157-69. 
8 On these, however, see F. H. Sandbach's review, CR 31 (1981), 188-9. 9 See, in addition to Dalfen's edition, his 'Einige Interpolationen im Text von Marc Aurels Tr 

etLS EavUv', Hermes 102 (1974), 47-57, and id., 'Scholien und Interlinearglossen in Marc 
Aurel-Handschriften', SIFCNS 50 (1978), 5-26. 
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III 

The following are perhaps the most significant of Bryennius' readings (but see the 
fuller account below): 

2.1.1 EVTe6vf;otaL with C, for avvrev6o,uat. 
2.1.3 fov'AoiLa for v'vapaL (the ms. reading probably to be preferred). 
2.1.4 a7roTpE'rea0aL with C, for d7roaTpE'eaOaL. 
4.29.2 qvya's with T, as against aqaydas A. 

6 EV?n?S TE'poU with T, as against o evo&srs o6 eTrpov A. 
4.44 oaa rovg 7ro/AAovs ev,paivveL 9avevra t Kat arovra AvTrel. 

5.17 For , 7 rotavTa rwva 7rolElV J.B. reads at 1.76 /zj e,avAov Kat TovYs 

daraLSev'rovS alrtrava, at II.187 7r) ,avOAa 7roLefv, KaL TOV'S arral- 

oEVTovS adTalevra. 
5.19 7TpoviearTCra (conjectured by Schultz). 
6.31 J.B. reads rardAv Eyplqyop0s, excised by Lemercier and Dalfen. 

After 'Kelva J.B. adds evayXos. 
6.36 After 7 Aala J.B. adds r AlliVrf. 
8.7.2 J.B. adds Kara TL before dVer7roStLaTrov. 
8.51.2 dvaflAvovaa T, followed by Farquharson, Theiler, and Dalfen; 

dvaflAvc'ovaa AD, fAvtoovaa J.B. 
8.54 ov yap JrTrov: ovt8v yap rTTOv J.B. 
8.56.2 ?KaaTro: EKaarov J.B. (conjectured by Coraes). 
9. 42.5 After rTv 7rpao'rqTa J.B. adds Trpos S rTov aXaptarov Trv ave4LKaK(av. 

9.42.12 Before ri yap rrEov ... J.B. reads aAA' dxadptrosT; or dAA' aXadparos TLr 

yeyove Treplae; in two passages of quotation (1.76, 11.187) (see Section IV 
below). 

11.9.1 adroarpebal ATB (followed by Dalfen); darorpeatl J.B., with v 8(ms. of W 
group)X. 
aeavrov J.B., with WX (followed by Dalfen): Eavrov T, eavrr)v A. 
J.B. retains 7 aAAcos SvaXEpa(vovTra excised by Dalfen. 

11.9.2 daOeve's mss., daaevetag J.B., aaOevoOvs Richards. 
11.18.8 ,taOeiv T, rraOeiv J.B. with A. 

IV 

The following are the relevant passages in J.B., in the order in which they occur in the 
text of the Meditations, with significant variations from Dalfen's text noted: 

Med. 2. 1 

J.B. 1.75 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity), beginning dav KaO' EKaarqrv 7rpwav 
rtavra rpoe(yris aoavr' aCr)fLepov ... 

J.B. reads devrev6oatL (with C) for avv'ev6oLat, adds OavXAc after dKOlvWvrCTO), 
omits otVXl a,Laros . . . 7repTfLaAe and cs ol urolXO. . . O68vrwv, reads ov6Aopal 
for v'vat,at after rTc avyyeve, reads eXOpalveiv for a7reXOeaOaL, and reads 

a7roTpETreaOaL (with C) for daroaTrpE'eaOaL. 

Cf. J.B. II.187 (Second Discourse on the Crucifixion) Kal yap dAArAcwv EVEKa, Kat 
7rpos avvepyiav EKaaTros EKaatrc yeyovatLev, og wo7TOes, co Xepeg, ds cfAsiXapa. 
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See Section V below on the passage in J.B. 1.75, not in our text of Med., which follows 
the quotation from 2.1. 

Med. 4.3.5 6 Ko'oaOS Waavel 7roAls; 4.4.1 o KoaLos (LavEt wroAs EaU'. 

Cf. J.B. 11.415 (Discourse on Fortitude) Ali KaL 7rS EAeyev, o KoaPOS OV7TOS W(aavet 
Tro'As ,alv eyc oe &7js Tro'AEWS rawvrrs TroAi7rr. 

Med. 4.29.1-3 

Cf. J.B. II.344 (mispagination; should be 420) (Discourse on Fortitude); for Trc voepc 
oLt4LarT he reads TrV VOepwV otpadraTv, for $vUapeaTrLv he reads vvaapearelOat, 
before avpfa'aivova he reads 6oar7epal. 

Med. 4.43-4 

J.B. 11.344 (mispagination; should be 420) (Discourse on Fortitude). At 43 J.B. retains 
EK, read by the mss. but excised by Dalfen (Nauck proposed caTL), adds ovroat after 
6 al6v, at 44 adds Kal before rrav, for TOtOViT yap ... voaos reads TOLOVrOV (so Stich, 
Leopold, Trannoy, Farquharson) yap Kal veo7rrl, Kat y?7pas, K Ka la Ka 

advvapla, Kat vzyea (sic), Kat vo'os, after voaos for Kal Oavaros Kal gAaarl,xt'a 
KaLt Er7tovA\ reads Kat KaAAos Kat dapoplta Kat 8vayeveta (presumably these are 
his own modifications), for txwpovs reads roAAov's, after evbpatlet for 7 reads 

Oavevra -J Kat arovvra. 

Med. 4.49.2 oVre . .oTE TO E7nOV 'ofOVJL?VOs 

J.B. 1.77 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity): for OVTr ... OVTr reads L' ... r. TE, for 

cogovfoiLevos reads ?E8OLKWS. 

Med. 5.17 

[1] J.B. 1.76 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) for TrocaTard va reads a,avAov, after 
rTOLEv adds Kat T TOv adral8evTovS aTratSevra. 

See below on Med. 9.42.8. 

[2] J.B. II. 187 (Second Discourse on the Crucifixion, ch. 5, adfin.): for Troavrd Tva 
reads aavXa, after TroltiV adds KaL Tovs a7dratlevTovs daraltevTa. 

Med. 5.19 Ta 7TpadyLara ra 7Tpoavfo?eaTr Ta 

[1] J.B. 1.168 (Ninth Discourse on the Trinity) has rrpos avrT7v for Trpos bvXrjv (but not 
in [2] below), TO before Tpe6/at ( but not [2]), after $vvaTra the words aCTL yap 
EK 7TrvTuv EAevOepa, Kat 7rdvTUrv avwTrpa (presumably an addition of J.B.), 
7rpoveacrdTra (as in [2] below) for 7TpoavuacUTJra (rrpofE,EarTTa A). 

[2] J.B. 11.292 (Consolation to the Emperor) has a loose and abbreviated quotation of 
ra Trpadyara a... rrpoav<eaTrcTa, with the manifest slip $vvavrTa for vUvarat and 
the variant 7rpoiivearcTra. 

Med. 5.22.1 

J.B. 11.415 (Discourse on Fortitude) adds TaVT-r after Tro'Ae, and reads ov8' ed' for 
ovsC. 
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Med. 5.23.2 r re yap ovata ... tLETraoXAats 

J.B. II.296 (Consolation to the Emperor) has ra 8e yLvo/Jeva 7Trdva ev tr7VEKEl p0oj 
EarT Kal pLeraloA-J (a loose quotation). 

Med. 6.31 

J.B. 11.289 (On the Vanity of Life) introduces this with the words Katl OavfLa rrcW Kat 
ol 4ow (i.e. pagans) vvv Fedv baaLv, reads TrdTav Eyp77yop(s (in the mss., but excised 
by Dalfen, following Lemercier), and adds evayXos after eKeLva. 

Med. 6.36.1 'H Alta. . . eVTpe7rra 
J.B. 1.34 (Second Discourse on the Trinity) reads 7 Aoata, 7 AtLv/rl , 7 Evp37rjl, 
ywvLaL TOVo KO'ULOV' 'QKeavo'g, 'EpvOpa, Kaarrt'a, 17o'vro, Alyaaov, Kat rrav 

reAayos, araycv TOV Koa'loV' rAas Kal KavKaaos, Alt1os Kal Ar7rl, At'avos, 

"OAvTTroS, fwc\Aapla TOV KOdtaov 7OTrav rTO talaT77fLa TOV 7rpoaKatpov altcvos, 
aT1y^q TOV 7TavrTOSg Kal daTretlpov' 7aVTa ilKpa Kal EvTpTrra. 

In part an expansion, but perhaps the inclusion of 7 At/lpvq goes back to Antoninus. 
It is certainly appropriate (Hecataeus, however, had divided the world into Europe 
and Asia, the latter including Africa [Jacoby, FGrH 1]; see also Hdt. 4.41-2). 7ravrTo 
Kat darelpov not in our mss. 

Med. 6.39 

J.B. 1.78 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) reads, after 7rpa6ylaUL, Kal oks avopJ7roLt 
av,r7v (aE 7 7rpovola CETa6c, Kal 77 /vaLs ELcTa TOV (/>pOVTOS, Uvvapo'LELtv TE 

aavTov Kal LACEiv TO AaXov a Arlqtv4o. 

Med. 7.1.3 

J.B. 11.415 (Discourse on Fortitude) adds ov8e 7Tpooauarov, dhAA after Kalvov, and ra 
yLvodueva after hoAyoxpo'va. 

Med. 7.16.4 

J.B. 11.289 (On the Vanity of Life). No variants. 

Med. 8.7.2 7 TO? adv6Opc7Tov UL.atS . . . Kai'a 

J.B. 1.77 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) adds KaTa Tl before avesl7ro&ArTov. 

Med. 8.20.1 'H Lvats .. E. . aywoyrs 

J.B. 11.344 (mispagination; should be 420) (Discourse on Fortitude) reads, for 7 ta;cls, 
77 a 7rdavTa ?teadyovaa 7rpovola, and adds irepi before EKaTrov. We have here a 

Christianizing modification. 

Med. 8.46 

J.B. 11.289 (On the Vanity of Life) for ov8e .ot... L'. ov reads KaOdrrep ov8' I'rrrw 
OVK EaTL TWr V & lI7rtKWV, for av 8Uva)XpaLvolS reads 8vaxepatveLs, for Eckepev 77 KOLV77 

(7vatL reads 7 KOLV77 V aLS eepet. These differences seem to embody modifications by 
J.B. 
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Med. 8.48.1-3 

J.B. 11.289 (On the Vanity of Life) retains LETrd Ao'yov in 48.2, excised as a gloss by 
Dalfen, and reads E'' 4; for Ecb' o in 48.3 (so also two mss. of X excerpts, v3 and 13). 

Med. 8.51.2 otov ... dvafAvovaa 
J.B. 1.77 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) reads PAtviovaa for avaSAvovaa 
(dvaAvi4ovaa AD). See Section V below for the passage, not to be found in our text 
of the Meditations, which follows in J.B. 

Med. 8.52.1-2 

[oVE' Tr EaTr KoalOS] del. Theiler, Dalfen 

<oi5' av Tr aTrl KOgLOS> suppl. Dalfen 

[1] J.B. 11.183 (Second Discourse on the Crucifixion, ch. 5, adfin.) 6 tr eL coS O Tl 
! X , ov \ r Ka a \ * * VO(LV 'K O V 

7OTE E(TL KoatLO oS OvSe OE ToOV EL, Kal o EaUrov ayvov Ov.K OL OV 'S TS 

EUTL. 

[2] J.B. 11.322 (Memorandum on the Intellect, ad init.) o 6) elOW 6 nr voTe $arTv 6 
OeOU T71w' EULV 6 rrov Earw, Ot~K oL)V E 'rtg KOuaAos oVroal, OVK OlE OV OaTTv O 1 (,()S o'0V 'aTlV, OVK OlCEV 05 Tts 

eaTrtv AA' ovoe trpos o avrosr 7TE'VKE aVVOLSEV 6e S , 'V trov7')v a&TroALTrCV, 

ovoE' OEov rT7rqTaal, i7 EvpeLv jAwsr EiOLvq1Tra. 

[3] J.B. II.344 (mispagination; should be 420) (Discourse on Fortitude) o ev t r i elstco 
o 1l TroTe EaTl KoaJLuoS OVK OTSEV OJTOV earTv O6 Setf f(lotW 0SrrOV earTV, OVK otLev 

Os r ear aTLV 6 OE EV TL TOUTWV a1TOALR7Tr, OVoe 7rpoS O fr avTroS TreVKevV ELTOL. 

52.1 TroT' add. J.B. 

Med. 8.54 

J.B. 11.415 (Discourse on Fortitude) omits 8r/, reads ove;v yap jrrov, reads arcraaL 
for yv6cvat. 

Med. 8.55 rEVLKctS uev... . rov Erepo 

So J.B. 1.75 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity). 

Med. 8.56.2 

J.B. 1.75 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) reads eVEKa for EVEKEV, reads JKacaTov 

(conjectured by Coraes) for eKaarov (eKa'arwv Reiske), reads av'reovalo'rT7ra 
KEKr'TraL for Kvpiav CXEL, reads 'rEpov for TrrAalov, reads dAAov for E'ov, reads rov 
Ie%poV for Or6 ef. avr?eovoL'rTra is clearly a modification by J.B. 

Cf. II. 187 (Second Discourse on the Crucifixion) KatL yap Kal adtAr)Awv e,VEKa 

See Med. 8.59, 11.18.1-2. 

Med. 8.59 01t avOpwCroL... E.VEKEV 

See on 8.56.2 above and 11.18.1-2. 

Med. 9.4 

Cf. J.B. 1.76 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity), adding Ka( after adLapdaveL and, with 
AD, omitting KaKot. 
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(J.B. continues dAAov 8' ovetS f3Aabal 6vvarTa, av /trz avTos eOEA'rfa' Kal r Aey'yw 
vOpwoaros avOpowrrov flA,atL ov 6v'varat; ovt' QclEAXraal SVvaTrat dvpwrros 

avOpwrrov, av ir Kat atvros otKoOEv We`eAX78OvaL OeXrja)). 

Med. 9.37.2 

J.B. II.289 (On the Vanity of Life) omits ri TOVT7WV KaLvov, and reads aKe`al ToTro 
for L'E avTo. 

Med. 9.42.1-3, 5, 8, 10, 12, 13 

[1] J.B. 1.76 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) has 1-3, at 5 reads 9eo's for cvats, after 

trpaoSrrTra adds Trps 86 rTov ad'p arov r)v dveLKaKlav, for dAAov reads aAAo 

KaKOv, after 8vvatLtv adds dyaOrav, at 8 has r e ... rrpdaaEti (reading &avTro for T0o 

daraltSErov), followed by Med. 5.17, followed by 8 opa ... . diapTr7aea0at, reading 
obEiAeLt for o3eA1-sq, adds dAA' dXCpaTros after d,LapTr7aa0aal, followed by 12 Tr 

yap ... rTrels;, followed by Med. 11.5 (preceded by aAAh ) w v yap aAA7r, followed by 
10, for jALataTa 3 ... tt. . aLx reading dxaplarc o6v fr) Ftlen, dAA' followed by 13 

EXEL yap rT aavrov rrotlraas TrpOs o rrapeaKevadov (loose). 

Oeos for f6utva at 5 clearly Christianization, 10 and 13 loose. 

[2] J.B. 11.187 (Second Discourse on the Crucifixion). 9.42.8 Tr 8E KaK .. . . rpaaral; 
(followed by quotation from Med. 5.17), 8 opa p . ., reading 3oEIAELS for 6o4etA?, 
/ji for ov and, after dttLapraeaOat, dAA' addptar6s rTL yeyove Trepl ae; followed by 
12 rt yap ... ..5relS; adding avOpowre after avopw7rov, followed by eXets ov rO 

aavroO rrotr5jas 7rpos o KareaKevaaat (loose reminiscence of 13), followed by Kai 

yap Kat dAAVlAwv EvEKa (cf. Med. 8.56, 59), followed by quotation from Med. 2.1.4 as 
far as flA4>apa, followed by cos oWv ovo' (9.42.12) Od)0aA,Tos rois rroauv adLotlf)v 
drralTre OTt hAE'CTEt, ovo3' ol 7rooes TOVrTr, EVrEL pao&loval (loose). 

[3] J.B. 1.80 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) 9.42.12 (loose) Kal yap ov6' o3OaAh6o 
TOVS rTooas adjeLpr7v (sic) dTraLTEl OTt 3AETEL, ova9 o;l 7rOES TOTroVV oT 3ta&oovaLv, 
followed by insertion ovt?eLt7v o AuXVos TL/dLS, WSs OlKOOev T7r olKlav dlrraaav 

KaTaAadpLrwv, followed by 13 (loose) Trpos O E 7TreCVKEV TrovrV EKaaroV apKEtrat 

o) evepyoUv. 

Med. 10. 20 

J.B. II.415 (Discourse on Fortitude) EKElVO ,Ud,v eKaTarcU av(Ce'pet, oirep iljuv O 

0Eos EKaUaT) c'pe?r Kal K E TOT AUv(EpEt oTrav EKeLvos .S.epq (loose). 

OEOs: Christianization of 7 rT)V oAWv 6us'm. 

Med. 10.33.4-5 

J.B. 1.77 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity), reading at 4 yap for Se after vovs, at 5 cLs 
-rp. ... KaTa rrpavovs. 

Med. 10. 34.2 

J.B. 11.296 (Consolation to the Emperor), following on Med. 5.23 quotes Hom. I1. 
6.146-9; the quotation is taken directly from Homer, but the context suggests that J.B. 
had Med. 10.34.2 in mind. 
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Med. 10.34.5-6 aAA& .. .p. -qvp7a 

J.B. I. 81 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) at 5 reads Oavrdta? for eao6'eva eVJyElS 
Kat tL&KElS, at 6 reads fter' oALyov for 'Sr/, after aAAos adds nrhALv (loose). 

(ogv J.B. with WX [om. AT], S77r om. WX.) 

Med. 1.1.1, 3-4 r 'ia a... Er. . TrLc , 3 e1t L ... t. . epthAaMt dveL, 4 KaL TO hAEfv . . . 

7rpOTJLaLv. 

[1] J.B. 1.18-19 (First Discourse on the Trinity) at 1 reads rTd i'a T7rS AoytLK/S UVXiS 
TraOvra' EavTv opav, Eavurrv SaapOpov , reads KaprrovaOat for KapTrovrat, omits 
TroV ... Kaprrolvrat (excised by Nauck), reads TvyXadVEV for rvyXadvt, at 3 omits &TL 
8S, at 7repLepXTal ... E..LrepptAaLPadvet reads rrepLE'XEeaOa for 'repPeLpXETaL, reads 
EKTElVEeaOa for EKTrLVETaL, reads EP7TEpLAat,laveLV for cLTEpLAAayfVl, reads ro's 

7rATqraov for TOV 7rAr/lov, and omits Kal rT aX,crta aV3ro (excised by Theiler) after 
KEVOV. 

[2] J.B. 1.167-8 (Ninth Discourse on the Trinity) at 1 reads rd aita T7r1 AoyLK1g 

rvx)js, eavTr)v opaiv, Eavrrjv StapOpoiv, reads KapTrolaOaL for KapTrovTat and adds 

7rpcTrqv, reads TvyXcdvetv for TvyXdavt, at 3 reads T- r7epLepXeaOa a for 7TEptepXErat, 

reads EKTreVEeaLa for EKTIEVETat, reads etLTreptAalfladvetv for 1/ATreptAaLdLaveL, reads 
rov 7TrAqa'ov for rovs 7TrA7otov, and omits Kal TO aXjx,a avTro after KEVOV. 

With 4 KaL TO JLx78V EavTrjs 7TpoTPTLiav, cf. J.B. 1.30 (Second Discourse on the 

Trinity) ovIro r re v T UXbYv tLeTa OeOv Tdrv AAcov 7TpOTLtfLrjreOv rtdvaov (Christian- 
ization). 

[3] J.B. 11.68 (First Discourse on the Crucifixion) 3 rreppXEETat ... KOOaIOV, rTV 

d7rEIplav ... EKTrtveTaL, reading a'repov before atlvos. 

Med. 11.5 Tr ... ytveral 

Cf. J.B. 1.76 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) aAA) Ijev yap adAAXr, ao6v 8 E re-Xvjq TOr 
ayaOo`v rTavrws eLvaL, 7 ylveaOaL. 

Med. 11.9 

J.B. 1.193 (Tenth Discourse on the Trinity) reads (CVTL- for 7rpoioVTL, reads c7TroTpe`aL 
with WX for drroarpemal, reads ayanrry for e?vevelas, retains j adAAows 
3vaxEpalvovras (excised by Dalfen), adds Kat aropyrj after TrpadroTTog, reads 
AEL7OTaKTrat with WX for ALnTOTaKTal. ayar7T7 seems a Christianization. 

Med. 11.18.6-10 OrT KaL avrTs... e .erdO7ra ev 

[1] J.B. 1.194 (Tenth Discourse on the Trinity) at 7 after dTre'x omits adAAd Tv ye eLtv 
E7rolaTLKrTv eXELS, reads KEV77V oogav for 8oo00Kor av, reads cETa for 'reyL7rrov OTt, 
adds o,/oAoyovtdevws after KaTEliAqlas, at 8 reads aAAcus y'veTat, Ka CrTEpcoS 8OKEi 
for Kal Ka-r' olKovoOtlav yvverat, reads IraOelv (with A) for iaOetv, omits TLS after 
'via, reads aTrro,v'qVTaL TtS KaTaArr7TTi:LKS for KaTaAr77rTTLKCj Tt adr7ToqTv'/Tat, reads 

orav E KaL for CKrTOV OrTt Oav, omits Kal before vauTraOUs, reads dv0prrltvos for 

avOpWr7Tros, reads IKAEL'rotLev for E'erdOar0-Lv. 

(Some modifications by J.B.; tLaOeiv seems correct at 8.) 

[2] J.B. 1.81 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity), at 9 reads av SE KatL Aav ayavaKT7rS, 77 
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oL7TOsvU1TE77js (cf. Med. 4.32.5, 5.9.1). reads avGp67tWvos for &vOpwirELosg, reads 

EKA,Et7troLEv for E6ETajr/fLEV. 

Med. 11.36 A?'1T 7TtpoaLpEUEws 01 )/WETaL [T6 ToO 'E7rLKT7-roTU] (To' 7TO 
'ErnKrKT'Tov del. Rendall) (Epict. 111.22.105) 

Cf J.B. 1.77 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity) (following on Med. 10.33 7rpavolsj 
A-/ 

5 
7rpoatpE'uEw oi yEyovE, o6 y1vE'rcu, cnK vUTaL followed by Med. 8.7.2 r) 

yap TiO Ca'VpW'r7TOV o;Utg ... 

In view of the context of this quotation, it seems reasonable to conclude that it is 
taken not directly from Epictetus but from the Meditations. 

There are other passages which, though not actual, perhaps not even loose, 
quotations from the Meditations, are reminiscent of their language and thought. (It 
is, however, not always easy to distinguish loose quotations from reminiscences, 
especially when they are brief.) The wordings at 11.415 (Discourse on Fortitude) are 
particularly free. Among passages not included above which are more naturally 
classified as reminiscences than as quotations, the following may be noted: 

J.B. 1.18 (First Discourse on the Trinity): xp-' ov'v 7ravrri ' awOevat orTovu&4ov-rt, 
7racuav ')1Jpav Kat Jpav EyKVITrTELV ELt r )v Eavroi buXvXv. Cf. Med. 4.3.2. 

Ibid. 1.19: SLta yap T7'V TrS fv'aEwC JaUGEVELav, W'g Op, aiavrE,r cVvpw moL 

rroAAou'rrnLo'pt6'v -rt Tv aJi6voS f3tojuEv, TEAEvrw(LzE vE 7TCEvaESr Irov OVOV. 

Cf. Med. 12.7, 12.32.1. 

1.32 (Second Discourse on the Trinity): t arov'o yE'YOVE Kat% uvve'ur-q 6 avopWcoosc, 
-rr6s r OEwop'qcat -r6v A6yov 7r~ roi3 5Aov bVES aLEWO VWtL 

' 
-7rp sr -r 0 0 0 VUE COg, 0~ hov~;aws KaL Eav-rov yvcovat,, KaL 

EITLyVWvaL 06E0'Iv. Cf. Med. 8.52. 

1.75 (Fourth Discourse on the Trinity); 6 ov'v a.,'tapTrvwv Eav-r4 atzapravEt. Cf. Med. 
4.26.3. 

11.415 (Discourse on Fortitude): a'ucovrasg cirt To0S- avUp4atvovarTv ErrEclaL i6 O'Ec, 

Kat TotS. ar7rtUTOtS 7TPOUECrTL. Cf. Med. 10.2.2. Cf. also Cleanthes, fr. 527 von Arnim, 
SVF (from Epict. Ench. 53). 
Ibid.: aAA' o-rt 1C') -i:v ro ytvo4iEvov a7'pOa0o'K-qrov. Cf. Med. 12.1.5. 

Ibid.: 06OEv oU3ELIS 'OEAtEL EyKaAElV T- 'rpovota. Cf. Med 12.24.1. 

Bryennius' manner of quotation sometimes involves a mosaic of passages, as can be 
seen from the following cases, some passages being quoted more than once in 
different contexts. The italics in (1) and (3) bring out the similarity in order of the 
passages Bryennius quotes. 

1. From J.B. 1.75-7, Fourth Discourse on the Trinity: Med. 2.1.1-5, with omission 
in 3; followed by passage not in our text but reproduced below; followed by 
words echoing 8.55; 8.56.2; 9.4 followed by words not in mss.; 9.42.1-3; ibid. 8; 
5.17; 9.42.8; words not in mss.; 9.42.12; ibid. 10; followed by words reminiscent of 
ibid. 13; followed by words not in mss.; 8.51; followed by words not in mss.; 
followed by words reminiscent of 4.49.2; 10.33.4; ibid. 5; followed by words 
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reminiscent of 11.36, from Epict. III.22.105; 8.7.2. There follows at J.B. 1.78 a 
passage reminiscent of 6.39. 

2. From J.B. 1.167-8, Ninth Discourse on the Trinity: Med. 11.1.1, ibid. 1.3, 1.4; 
5.19; followed by words not in mss.; 5.19. 

3. From J.B. 11.167, Second Discourse on the Crucifixion: Med. 9.42.8; 5.17; 
followed by words not in mss. (but cf 9.42.8); 9.42.8; followed by words not in 
mss., 9.42.12; followed by words similar to ibid. 13; followed by words reminiscent 
of 8.56.2, 8.59; 11.1.4; words similar to 9.42.12. For the passage which precedes 
this, found also in (1) above, see below. 

4. From J.B. 11.289, On the Vanity of Life: Med. 6.31; 8.46.1-2; 9.37.2; 7.16.4; 
8.48.1-3. 

5. From J.B. II.415, Discourse on Fortitude: passage similar to Med. 10.20; followed 
by reminiscence of 10.28.2; 8.54; followed by words similar to 12.1.5; 7.1.3; 
followed by passage similar to 12.24.1. There follows a passage similar to Epict. 
Ench. 8. 

6. From J.B. II.344 (mispagination; should be 420), Discourse on Fortitude: Med. 
8.52.1-2; 4.29.1-3; 8.20.1; 4.43; 4.44. 

The close similarity, both in content and in order, between the series of passages in 
(1) and that in (3), the former being the fuller, may suggest that he was using and 
reusing notes he had himself compiled for purposes of self-admonition or moral 
exhortation (see Section I above for the chronology). Series (2) and (4)-(6) also 
illustrate his method of composition. Among common themes in each group of 
quotations, (1) contains a variety of moral exhortations, on the appropriate reaction to 
the existence of bad men, on man's rational nature, and on individual responsibility; 
(2) on the place of rational nature in the universe; (3) on the appropriate reaction to 
bad men, and that we exist for the benefit of each other; (4) on the reaction of a 
rational being to adversity; (5) on one's place in the universe under providence; (6) on 
one's recognition of the nature of the universe and of one's place in it, and the 
transience of events and circumstances in the course of nature. 

Another passage, not in our text of the Meditations but Stoic in tone, is to be noted. 
In (1) above, after the quotation from Med. 2.1.1-5, there occurs a passage found also 
almost identically immediately before the beginning of (3); while not in the 
Meditations, at any rate as we have them, it is closely similar both in content and in 
style. In (1) it runs as follows: 

'OTrL KaL rrdS KVplOS, Kat aoEAOoS', KatI raTr'p, Kat 7raLoaycyos, KaL ootdaKaAos, Kat 

laTpos, Kal vo/LOfiOETS), KaLS KaoT7rg, ELSg TOVTO KeVTLat, elg TO (ylaeLaOat lT apa Tov, OVuS 

ETacxO7)av WebEAEiv' KaL fgapeis Kal <oprtKOL Kal avaLELS? XtaiLVE(a6a' TO 8' aLTlOV OnTL o0 
Ol' Lv TreprTOvaLv A(0EAlovV aV &AA Ol' C'V AV7tTOVOL, KaL daEL t)OpTLKOL KaLt laav KaLt aovTra 

Kal elaL, TrotgS eV avor7TOLS Ot aVveTrol, Tro. taaprdavovau ol EVOOKLIJOI(, rTOIS paqVtOlS Ol 

arrovualoot, rTOlS aITTaLSeTroLS o0l 7TE7atLsVUjLvL, Kal' gA as TorlS arTpefAoEg oL OpOo' trAy7v 
7TV E'TEpOV KaKla ov JhAaT7rTEl 7v E7'epov. 

The last sentence is closely similar to Med. 8.55, and is immediately followed by 
words from 8.56. The entire passage recurs at II.187, though ending slightly earlier at 
o0 opOot, and is there followed by words from 9.42.8: r[ be KaKOV 7 gevov yeyovev . .. 

For dvaiteEs in 1.75 we here have adretgs, which is more appropriate and presumably 
correct. The sentiments and style are reminiscent of the Meditations; it is, however, 
slightly rhetorical, and it is possible that it is the work of Bryennius himself, used once 
and then reused; on the other hand he may have been borrowing. 
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It may be that in aAA' &ddpaTros;; in (1), and dAA' dxadpiLaT TlS yeyove 7rept ae; in 

(3), following in each case upon the words of 9.42.8 TroVo daaprToaeOat, we have 
words which were in Bryennius' text of the Meditations, though they are not in ours 
(which is attested here by ATWX). If so, one is led to ask whether the same may not be 
true of adAAov 8' ovleLs fAd/aiaL &vvaral, av tr) avros iOeAra77, which follows on the 
words of 9.4 in (1); but again the words may be Bryennius' own. More puzzling is 
avros lTvev/IaT& r7yeLOVltK?) elS To aavrov KaOearT71KCOW YLOS EY S Kat arpeTrros, 
also in (1), following on 8. 51; the words rvvev/a XqyEZOVLKOV are Stoic, unlikely to have 
been introduced by Bryennius for fifteenth-century hearers or readers. On the other 
hand the words dwaTL yap EK 7TrvTwv EAEvvOepa, Kat 7TrrLrwv advwrepa, found in (2), 
where they are inserted in 5.19, have a Platonic rather than a Stoic ring. 

Other philosophical authors 

The Discourse on Fortitude has three reminiscences of Epictetus, Encheiridion (5, 8, 
and 53) (J.B. 11.415, 417); however, the third of these (taken from Cleanthes, fr. 527, 
von Arnim SVF) may have been mediated through Med. 10.28.2. J.B. 1.77 (Fourth 
Discourse on the Trinity) quotes Epict. III.22.105, but this again may have been 
mediated through Med. 11.36. 

At 1.19 (First Discourse on the Trinity) Bryennius quotes rretpc (VretpdaOa in the 

original) Tr ev aol Oelov (rov Ev Et'V v Oeov in the original) dvayev rE l TO ev Tr) 7Tavr 

OeCov from Porphyry, Vit. Plot. 2. 
At 1.34 (Second Discourse on the Trinity) we find iad TOrTO yeyove Kat auvvEarT 

avOpwWros, 7rpos TO Oecoprjaat TOV Aoyov T77 Tov oAov cvaews, which is a 
modification of rJyove 8C KalC avvea'ra o avOpworos 7rOTTr Oewp7raat rTv Ao'yov rds 
Tr) Aow vatLOS, found in Stobaeus 3.1.120, p. 85 Hense, taken from Perictione, De 

Sapientia fr. 1 (H. Thesleff, The Pythagorean Texts of the Hellenistic Period [Abo, 
1965], 146). This is followed a few lines later by a longer quotation, os TL cov avaAvaal 

otos rE ear ... rTOv pOov Aoyov 7repaLvooLevov from Iamblichus, Protr 4 (ed. E. des 
Places [Paris, 1989], 54.10-21) ([Archytas], De Sapientia fr. 5 Thesleff, 44.31 to 45.4). 

As in the case of the Meditations, in these passages also Bryennius gives no 
indication of his source. 

VI 

It will be appropriate to look finally, if only briefly, at the bearing of Bryennius' 
interest in the Meditations upon his general world-outlook, both in itself and in 
relation to the particular passages he quotes. Meyer devoted a separate article to his 
theology. 0 He maintained the Greek tradition over the Trinity against the Western, 
and also rejected the main stream of Western scholasticism over the possibility of 
natural theology (t's yap KOlvwova .. . . AplTaroreL c erTa r?Tv Tr7jS XptaroO 
EKKA77Xclasg oyladrwv;). The divine, he claimed, was above reason, and the seat of 

religious authority lay in the Councils of the Church. Living in the final decades of 
the Empire, he saw his age as one of decline;" a man of austere temperament, he 

10 Ph. Meyer, 'Joseph Bryennios als Theolog. Ein Beitrag zur Kenntnis der griechischen 
Theologie im 15 Jahrhundert', Theologische Studien und Kritiken 69 (1896), 282-319. 

1 Ihor gevCenko, 'The decline of Byzantium seen through the eyes of its intellectuals', 
Dumbarton Oaks Papers 15 (1961), 169-86. 
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attributed the woes of his time to divine punishment for the moral depravity of 

society, combined with an addiction to astrology and superstition."2 
As for the special features of those passages which Bryennius chooses to excerpt, it 

is natural that he should include nothing from Book 1, which is essentially personal in 
character. Similarly nothing is quoted which refers to particularities of classical 
history, and no ancient author quoted by name by Antoninus is so mentioned.13 Unlike 
Antoninus, however, Bryennius names Homer as the source of Iliad 6.146-9, which, 
again unlike Antoninus, he quotes in full (10.34; J.B. 11.296 [Consolation to the 

Emperor]). The recurrent themes are on the one hand the moral imperfections of 
mankind (Med. 2.1, 5.16, 9.42, 11.18), the transience of things (4.43-4, 5.23), and the 

brevity of life (10.34, 11.18); on the other hand the autonomy of the mind (5.19, 8.48), 
and one's self-knowledge as bound up with one's understanding of the infinity of the 
universe (8.52). The universe is a city (4.3, 4.4, 5.22) in which rational beings exist for 
the sake of each other (2.1, 8.59). 

Passages quoted more than once, not always in precisely the same words, are 2.1 

(twice), 5.17 (twice), 5.19 (twice), 8.52 (three times), 9.42 (three times), and 11.18 
(twice). Their themes we may take to have made a specially strong impact on his mind. 
That of 2.1 is the low moral standard to be expected of mankind, and similarly that of 
5.17; that of 5.19 the autonomy of the mind; that of 8.52-4 the paramount 
importance of understanding one's own nature and that of the universe; that of 9.42 
one's self-sufficiency as a moral being among a world of imperfect beings; 11.1 the 

proper functions of a rational being, recognizing its place in the universe; and 11.18 

recognition of one's own moral imperfection and the finitude of human life. 
An element of Christianization is found in the substitution of 0Eos for vaLts at 

9.42.5 (J.B. 1.76) and 10.20 (II. 415), and perhaps (though Trpovola is a common Stoic 
term) in the substitution of vrpovola for 6vats at 8.20.1 (11.344 [mispagination; should 
be 420]); perhaps also the substitution of dyaTnr for EV/LEveLa at 11.9.1 (1.193). On the 
other hand, if one raises the question of the appropriateness of the passages quoted 
from the standpoint of the Christian tradition, one finds that the world appears here in 
Stoic fashion as a world of endless repetitions (7.1) and cyclical recurrences (11.1), 
while the treatments of one's self-knowledge, autonomy as a rational being (5.19) and 
self-sufficiency (7.16, 8.48, and 9.42) are Stoic rather than Christian.14 

Jesus College, Oxford D. A. REES 

12 L. Oeconomos, 'L'6tat intellectuel et moral des Byzantins vers le milieu du XlVe si6cle 
d'apres une page de Joseph Bryennios', Melanges Charles Diehl vol. I (Paris, 1930), 225-33. 
Oeconomos reprints, from vol. III, pp. 119-23 of the Leipzig edition of Bryennius, with a French 
translation, a discourse from the KefdXAala rrdTaKls 7rTa entitled rTVeS alrTta rJv KaO' AdJaS 

Av7r-pcdv; he assigns it too early a date, however. 
13 See Section IV above on Epictetus at Med. 11.36, where the text has been doubted; cf. J.B. 

1.77. 
14 I mention Bryennius briefly in my earlier paper 'Some features of the textual history of 

Marcus Aurelius' Meditations', in Philomathes: Studies and Essays ... in Memory of P Merlan 
(The Hague, 1971), 183-93. 
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